
The sect was a minefield of Personal
feuds, theological-battles, povertyand

sexual tension. Soon Brewster and his

sroup were sucked in. At the center of '

ih .  . io t -  was  what  re l ig ious  funda-

mental ists, most Part icularly the men,

fear most: female sexuali ty '  Like the

Mormons,  Brewster  and h is  g rouP

wore underwear designed to Prevent
sexua l  a rousa l .  L ike  most  Mus l ims,

they  f rowned on  sexua i ly  suggest ive

clothing for women.
EnteiThomasine BoYes, the widow

of a successful London haberdasher'

She had remarried to one of the most

rad ica l  Pur i tan  theo log ians  o f  the

dav and relocated to Amsterdam with

the Brethren. Her sin was a taste for

f ine clothes and jewelrY, which f lew

in  the  face  o f  the  sec t ' s  d ress  code;

the Puritan version of the burka was

a formless black garment that Ieft  no

sk in  exposed.
A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h e r  " s c a n d a l o u s "

behavior Boyes became the focus of

a  war  o f  words .  Her  b ro ther - in - law

George wro te  a  v i t r io l i c  290-Page

tract f ,enouncing her as a whore and

servant  o f  the  dev i l .  Faced w i th  an

increasingly chaotic scene in Amster-

dam, the"scrooby congregation and a

number of Ancient Brethren members

decamped to  Le iden '  wherc  they  se t -

t led in Stincksteeg ("Stink A.t ley") '  the

poorest part of thi ci tY.
E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  g r o u P  m a n a g e o  t o

pool i ts resources and establ ish a base

in  Le iden,  w i th  a  meet ing  house and a

dozen bui ldings on Choir Al lcy'  which

survives today as Vicus Choral i '  The

band also set uP a clandestine printing^

press to produce pamphlets critical of
'Ens land '  

tha t  we ie  deemed sed i t ious

by  ing land 's  ambassador  in  Ho l land '

Witf t  t"n. help of the Dutch authorit ies'

the  P i le r im Pt " t .  *os  shut  down and

Brewst"e, was forced into hiding with

the rest of the Leiden grouP'
Two vears later theY made their waY

across the Atlantic. Their att i tudes

toward sex, God and the Bible would

become the cultural DNA of the United

States. Today-at a time when fanatics

are seeking'to turn back the clock of

history, when twice as many Amerlcans

are said to bel ieve in the devi l  as in

Darwin's theory of evolution and when

the most powerful nation on earth has

a president described by an evangeli-

cai preacher as a "messianic American

Calvinist"-it is worth Iooking over our

shoulder at the fanatics who fled for the

American coast in 1620.

Wuratl is tlw authm of Pilgrirx: The Tnu Stor)

By Cameron McPherson

1. IT'S ONLY A THEORY
To many people the word theory means
a hunch or guess. The Cobb CountY
School District near Atlanta had this
in mind when it tr ied to Put stick-
ers that read, rvolurloN ls A THEoRY'

Nor A FACT, on biology textbooks' But

a hunch or guess that needs inves-

tigation is known as a hypothesis' A

h ipo thes is  becomes a  theorY on lY

* 'hbn ou . . *he lming  ev idence suP-

orbit the sun. SimilarlY the

theory of evolution does a

fine iob of exPlaining both
the  ioss i l  reCord  and the

genetic similarities and dif-

ferences between sPecres.
EvolutionarY theorY is suP-
ported in great measure bY

three observable Processes:
replication, that is, rePro-
duction; variat ion, which

Smi th  and Char les  Su l l i van

he suggested that giraffes developed

their long necks over a few gene.ra-

dons as tliey stretched to reach higher

fol iage. But such characterist ics are

not  iassed on .  A  bodYbu i lder  does

not have children with greater muscle

mass. Modern evolut ionarY theorY

savs that some ancestors of giraffes

acouired slightly longer necks through

*trtafio.t. B"ecause t6ese animals could

reach more food, theY tended to be

healthier, to l ive longer and to have

a better chance at mat-ing and passing
' on their long-neck genes.

2. THE LADDER OF PROGRESS
E v o l u t i o n  i s  c o m m o n l Y
imag ined as  a  ladder  tha t

o v e i  t i m e  c l i m b s  t o w a r d

higher and higher stages of

l i6, culminating in modern
h u m a n s .  E v o l u t i o n  d o e s

involve long-term changes,
but these changes are unPre-
dictable. Beneficial genetic
changes tend to be Passed
on to offspring, and new sPe-

refers to the genetic changes that

make offspring differettt from their
parents; and selection, which describes

i,o* better-udapted offspring tend to

survive and Pass on their genes'

Some peoPle con[use evolut ionarY
theorv *ith iu-ut.kism, named for

lean-baptiste de Monet de Lamarck

itz+q-::829 l ,  who argued that char-

acteristics acquired during an indi-

vidual's lifespan could be passed on.to

the next generation. As an exampte'

cies appear when manY such changes

have iicumulated. However, complex

species aren't  "more evolved" than

simpler species, especially since com-

plexity doesn't necessarily guarantee

iurvival. If an environment changes
drastically, such as after a large mete-

orite impact, we can't assume that a

more complex species (e.g., humans)
would surlive while a simPler sPe-

cies (e.g., cockroaches) would die off.

What r iatters is whether species are

Who's your doddY?

of tfu Englishrnzn' Whn Foundzd Amerixa'
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sufficiently adapted to their environment
to survive. That's why a bush depicts the
evolutionary process better'than a ladder.
The branches can grow in any direction,
and new l imbs that sprout from exist ing
branches aren't considered more advanced,
just as a younger species that branches off
an older one isn't more evolved.

3. ONLY THE STRONG SURVIVE
'felevision 

producers often present the nat-
ural world as the ultimate reality show-a
vast, bloody battlefreld where the strong
vanquish the weak. But the strongest aren't
the ones who survive. The fittest are. Each
organism's environment includes at array
of pressures, such as food scarcity, any of
which may be as lethal as a predator. In fact,
in the animal world we see more bluffing
than actual fighting among members of the
same species. Blufiing can be just as effec-
tive as physical prowess, and it's safer. Since
fitness can be measured in many ways, and
because selective pressures change unpre-
dictably, adaptability and versatility can be
more useful than size or strength.

4. PEOPLE DESCEND FROM APES
One of Darwin's frercest cr i t ics, Bishop
Samuel Wilberforce, once asked whether
Darwin descended from monkeys through
his grandfather's or grandmother's fam-
ily. But evolution has never claimed that

humans come from monkeys or apes: It's
not possible, since they're st i l l  here with
us. But we are related. Among the animals,
we're mammals, and among the mammals,
we're primates. We share characteristics-
such ai relatively large brains, reliance on
vision and highly dexterous hands-with
about 200 other primate species. No ratio-
nal person would dispute this.

Evolution holds that we have a common
ancestor with monkeys, specifically with
chimpanzees. Multiple lines of anatomical,
fossil and DNA evidence make this relation-
ship equally indisputable. The evidence
indicates that about 6 million years ago, a
chimpanzeeJike group Lived in the forested
regions of central Africa. When its habitat
began to dry and fragment, some mem-
bers remained largely tree dwellers; these
were the ancestors of modern chimps. But
others adapted to life on the mostly treeless
savannah, These were the hominids, distin-
guished by bipedalism-walking habitually
on two legs-and they were our ancestors.
This also explains why the idea of a miss-
ing link is a fallacy. Life is not arranged as a
series of links but as a continuum. Because
species are not fixed, it can be difficult to
know where one ends and another begins.

McPhcrson Smith, an anthropologi:t at Portland,
State Uniaersity, and Sullitan, a uriter, are co-
authors of The Top Tbn Myths About Evolution.

MARGINALIA
FROM AN ACKNOWL....: ...
EDGMENT issued th is . , : '
past fall by military
spokesperson Kim Wal-
dron of the U.S. Army Forces Com-
mand at Fort McPherson, Georgia on
sending openly gay service members
into combat: "The bottom line is some
people are using sexual orientation to
avoid deployment. So in this case, with
the Reserve and Guard forces, if a sol-
dier 'tells,' they still have to go to war,
and the homosexual issue is postponed
until they return to the U.S. and the
unit is demobilized."

FROM AN ADDRESS
to the Connecticut
Evening Dinner Club
by Mark Twain in
1881: " l f  you don' t
want to work, be-
come a reporter. That
awful power, the pub-
lic opinion of the nation, was created
by a horde of self-complacent simple-
tons who failed at ditch digging and
shoemaking and fetched up journalism
on their way to the poorhouse."

FROM A SERMON by Sheik lbrahim
Mudeiris broadcast on the Palestinian
Authority's TV station: "The day will
come when we will rule America. The
day will come when we rule Britain
and the entire world-except fot the
Jews. The Jews will not enjoy a life of
tranquility under our rule, because they
are treacherous by nature, as they have
been throughout history. The day will
come when everything will be relieved
of the Jews--even the stones and trees,
which were harmed by them. Listen to
the Prophet Muhammad, who tells
you about the evil end that awaits the
Jews. The stones and trees will want
the Muslims to finish off every Jew."

FROM A CONGRESSIONAL Research
Service report that lists the subjects
of 38 secret sessions held by the U.S.
Senate since 1929: impeachment hial
deliberations for Judge Halsted Ritter
(April 1936); naval policies on building
battleshils and aircraft carriers (June
1942); reports from the war -
fronts (October 1943); .L
Nike-Zeus antimissile sys-
tem (April 1963); Defense
Department
appropna-
tions (De-
cember
1969);
U.S. involvement in Laos (June 1971h
Trident submarine program (September
1973); report from the Select Commit-
tee to Study Governmental Operations
With Respect to Intelligence Activities
on alleged assassination plots involving
loreign leaders (November 1975); fund-
ing for neutron bombs (July 1977)i pto-
posed airplane sales to Egypt, lsrael and
Saudi Arabia (May 1978); nominations
for assistant secretary of state (February
1983); Nicangua (Aptil 1983); most
favored nation status for China (Febru-
ary 7992); chemical-weapons conven'
tion (April 1997); impeachment trial

(continued on page 41)
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AN EXCITING NEWCAREER IN MEDI_
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HUGH LAURIE
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